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The session started with a presentation of several key topics for discussion, including the need to better define the term ‘virulence’, a call for debate on whether rules for evolution of virulence are truly universal (in contrast to system-specific), and improved methods to unify molecular and ecological approaches to examining the evolution of virulence.  The session then continued with four 15-20 minute presentations of original research, spanning a diversity of topics and parasite systems.  Bruno Sobral discussed the need to establish accessible bioinformatics platforms that support comparative genomics of disease pathogens, in order to make these data more widely available to the scientific community.  A lively debate followed this presentation, where the session participants discussed methods to ensure the accuracy of database contents and the impact of multi-PI research on the ability of individual researchers to do science.  The other three presentations included Sophien Kamoun’s work on comparative genomics of oomycetes, Susan Payne’s research on evolution of virulence of equine infectious anemia virus, and Paul Planet’s thesis work on a gene cluster that allows the bacterial pathogen Actinobacillus actinomycetemcomitans to adhere to surfaces.  Each of these presentations stimulated exciting questions from the audience, but unfortunately the session ended before general discussion could occur.
